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The Europeans ventured into conquests for the Americas for the fortunes the prospects offered. They came from systems of high poverty levels, and which victimized the slaves, systems which would be later adapted into their regime. Venturing into the west, and they found a land of various diverse and heritage in North America, which they divided into 9 sects, with some encompassing multitudes of distinct society. Continued interference effectively reduced the millions of Meso-American communities to a mere 200,000.The natives were exposed to new diseases, and with the permanence of the settlers, came a new way of life. 
The settlers also brought about war their war regimes into North America. This coupled with the need to rationalize the American conquest is the fundamental root of perceived notions of the naivety of the natives, and the role of savagery means and techniques by either side in their wars. The former is dismissed as a matter of perception, while the latter requires evaluation of both sides and means adopted. The native culture adopted no means of punitive control over them, and the concept of owning land was unknown. Land was considered more of a deity than possession. Settler capitalized on the two into treaties and wars. This forms the perception of the ills of explorers.  
